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A Short Chara&er of Mr. 
Timothy Manlove. 


E was a Man of a hne Com- 
plecion, and comely A- 
pet : Of pregnant Parts, and a 
| ready Wit, which made his Con- 
verſation very pleaſant, and in- 
| aging. 
' He had a clear Head, and an 
admirable Capacity, and Skill to 
| digeſt things in their proper, ex- 
atteſt Order. His JEgmene WEE 
correct, and ſolid ; his Memory 
 [irong, and tenacious ; his Inven- 
| tion ſo fruitful and ready, as al- 
; $ to furniſh him with a copi- 
| oulneſs of Words to expreſs him- 


| lelt by; and his Exprefiions were 
- and well Choſen. He 


f - 
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_ He was conſiderable in hy} 
Learning, which he was 1mpro-F 
VIng 1n daily. 

being deligned for a Phyſicay 7 
before he ſtudicd Divinity, he 
had attained to a great Skill | nf 
the Nicetics of that Art. and pr} 
Qifed it with Eale, as well. as 
Succels. 

He was every way qualified aþ 
a Divine. He had all the Ac: 
compliſhments of a Preacher, andh 
the Graces of Pulpit-Oratory : Au 
excellent Mien, a free Elocurion; 
an unaſtecay Gravity, and a be- 
coming Wrioulne(s; all which 4 
ſet off what he delivered with ve þ 
ry great Ornament. x 

His Voice was clear, and reg 
Jar; ſtrong and lively, and exadt | 
ly modell'd into a ſweet harmoot of 
ous | Pronunciation : And as. 


had 


#* 

U " 
. 
? 
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hac the Voice of a Divine Char- 
ner, ſo he charmed wiſely. He 
Kidaot amule his Hearers with a 
Train of Pompous Words, but e- 
Hily'd them with plain, practical 
'{Diſcourſes, moſt ſuitable to the 
:YNoble Simplicity of the Goſpel. 
s$} He had a grear Senle of Reli- 
yon ypon his Mind, and eſpeci- 
Jily a compoled, reverent, and 
*Peavenly Deportment in Prayer ; 
ld Which his yery Look, as well as 
{prefſions, did excite to the moſt 
lerions Devotion, 
There neyer ſeemed .yo be a © 
ud, either upon his Thoughts, 
rAﬀections, in his Publick Exer- 
les; He had flame and vigour 
W Þ bear him out to the Laſt, and 
*Fnather choſe to leave off with 
Fiectign, than to proceed with 


The 


A Short Chara&Ger, &c. 


The Laſt Day he appeared } in 
Publick, he was obſerved in Pray 
er to Ls the, moſt profound 
Thoughts, and exalted Expreſſ 
ons of tlic Divine Attributes; and 
in his Laſt Sermon, with-the moſt 
afteqionate facred Eloquence, he 
dilplayed the Happinels' of Hes 
ven., Preaching ( from Heb. a 
2.) .upon the Dodrine of thef: 
Great Salvation that Chriſt came 
to declare. to the World, whidf- 
within a few Days after, ks left 

þis mournful Hearers to apply 


. : 
7.1 


READER 


FEA HE following Diſcourſe was 
Þ Preached without the leaſt 
Thought of offering it to Pub- 

"I bk View: And yet I mgs perſwaded to 
eld to the Publication of it, to prevent 
a} the Printing of more imperfed Notes. - 
' The Excellency of the Subje@# ſets # 
above all the ſuppoſed Ornaments of the 
Finery of Words or Rhetorick : The great 
thing that I minded in the Preaching it, 
T,Þ wer only to Repreſent it in plain Intelligi- 
ble Words. - To have attempted any thing 
more, would have been a wrong to the 
Matter, which hath ſo great a Luſtre in it 
ſelf, that it needs to borrow nothing fron: 
art. And if any thing of that had been 
offered, it would have had no better Suc- 
eſs, then the laying the Dawbery of Paint 
Won 4 R bas Diamond,which would 
#3 - © 


To the Reader. 
cloud and darken its Refulgent Brigh 


fs 

Now Reader, ſince thou haſt it tn th 
Hand, do not ſeek for that which was m: 
_ intended. Thee, but conſider Jrrinhy 


Matter, . an od np it "pop 
A n &; 


' thou be yoo 4 41:4 ma. 
$:/6 ſs. of Gads Lowe, that. ſo. 


ay filled with Love to Him, This is «| 


aubjet wortby of thy Study," and, 
my x ' 44 mindble . Variety, .49 at 


it always Pleaſant without Wearineſs|:aul 


will alſo; furniſhg{ hee with a Cordial, inth 


deepeft. Spiritnal Diftreſſes. That this lib] 
tle Diſcourſe may be thus uſeful to Thu, | 


1s woe _— Prayer of 


"The unfeigned Defier 1 


of thy 
Spiritual Happineh, 


R, Gihl, 


Cos 9. Ton dm. 4 02 NR” IT” ww} ws 4 
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SERMON I 


ROM. VIIL. 35, 36, 37, 38, 39- 


Who ball ſeparate us from the Love 0 
« Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or ref, 
ar perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, 

or peril, or ſword £ | 

(41 it is written, For thy ſake we are 
"killed all the Day long ;, we are account- 
\ ed 4s Sheep for the ſlaughter. ) 

Ny in all things we are more than Con- 

- querors, through him that loved us. 


Ir I am perſwaded, that neither death, 


- wor life, tor angels, nor principalities, 


| nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
| things to come, 


Nor beighth, nor depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. 


IN JF Y laſt Diſcourſes to you, were 
| an Explication of that great 
RY J Command and Counſel of 


B our 
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our Blefled Lord Jeſus; Of ſtriving t 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate. In my Di] 
rections to you for your regular purſut| 
of this important Charge, among othg| | 
things I recommended to you the Apy|, 
{tle Paul's Preſcription, Gal. 5.16, Wl, 
in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil tk|7 
Luft of the Fleſh. j 
| Jt was my Purpoſe at this Time tf}, 
have made a further Progreſs in tl, 
Matter, but having received an Intins 

tion, that my dear Brother and Felloyſ, 
Labourer now Deceaſed ; had foul 
{uch Comfort in his Meditations on tl by 
Scripture in his Proſpect of Death, thfy, 
he exprefled his Defires, that his Fuxfy, 
ral Sermon might be upon this Tat 
His pious Deſire ( that others might ip, 
comforted with the Comfort wherewe, 
he was comforted of God ) prevailfſ, 
with me (though upon a ſhort Wah 
ing) to. turn my Thoughts to this Saif; 
ture, and the rather, becauſe (Wl, 
Hearts being ſoftned by this mou "1 
Providence ) the Truth contained LO 
this Text might poſſibly make the fu, 


I cannot let you into the full Un 


' ' 
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ſanding of the Apoſtles Triumphant 
| Conclulton, except I lead you to the 
| firſt Riſe and Head of it. In ver. x. 
| Ke give us the Conſequeuce of his for- 
| ger Doctrine, he had largely afferted 
| nd proved in the foregoing Chapters, 
kl That we are juſtified by Grace, and freed 
from the Law. From thele Truths he 
MN ys down this c-mfortable Concluſien 
Ws moſt evident and certain. There 3s 
I therefore now 120 Condemnation to theme 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus. This Conclu- 
7 hon 15 fall : 0 Condemmation, neither 
wy God, nor Law, nor Conſcience ; 


+ Criſt. 

"1 Bat becauſe this Concinſion 1s the 
"Morner-ſtone, and muſt ſuſtain the 
"IFclzht of all the ſuperſtructure, he firſt 
" Nuts it to thoſe that are in Chriſt, and 
*aplains what he means by grving them 
"YU true Charatter. They walk not af- 
"” by tbe Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

P] Next he proves his Aﬀertion, by its 
lg ts. 1, That there is no Condem- 
\\ag$> ſuch. This he argues in the 
{ bor following Verſes. His Argument 
2 ui the condemning Law is ſuperſe- 
4 Þ 2 ded, 


And it is univerſally true to a/ that are 
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ded, he grants there was a Covenant 
of Works, which being broken, wasy 
us a Law of Sin and Death: It charge | 
us with Sin, and that duenels of the 
Curſe. But then he ſhows there isano 
ther Law ( which he calls a Lew of th 
Spirit of Life ) that is a Covenant d|' 
Grace, promiſing Lite, as allo the Aſs | 
ſtance of the Spirit : And this Law be|' 
ing a remedying Law fets us free fron 

[ 


the foriner. 


2. The Limitation and Charadter ( 
the Perſons to whom this Freedomish* 
mited, he proves and explains 1n tit h 
following Verſes, ſhewing that it mi 
be the natural Genius and Temper q|, 
thoſe that are in Chriſt, to mind tit a 
things of the Spirit ; asthoſe that areF 
ter the Fleſh will naturally mind % 
things of the Fleſh, ver. 5. x 4 

From the great Love of God, andti N 
ſure Foundation of it, he proceeds 
make ſome Inferences, as 1. Thattia, 
we are Debtors to God in point of fi f 
lineſs, ver. 12. and in ver. 31. Hen 
up many Inferences of Conſolation. T 

x1. That if God be thus engagedto®f' h 


for us as our. Father and Protea 
ac 
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we can be againſt us to our hurt. 

2, He inters, that ſeeing God hath 
wen us Chrift, we may expect what 
acr ſhall be neceflary for the Compleat- 
nent of our Happinels. 

2, He infers, that the malicious or cr- 
wmous Accuſations of Men, are of no 
Conſideration, ver. 33. W ho ſhall lay any 
thing to the Charge of Gods Ele £ Be- 
uſe, 1. There is no Tribunal but 
Gods, and if he acquit us, 'tis no mat- 
[tr who Condemns us. 2. Chriſt did 
al his Work of Redemption compleat- 
1 1f, ver. 34. Not only Dyirg, but R3- 
dl Jug again to make Intercelſron for us. 

4. 4 Hence he inters in a Trivmphant 
{| Aurance, the impoſlibility of our Se- 
, 4 fxration from the Love of God, ver. 
35. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love 
fGod? &c, That the Sirength of this 
gg ference may more fully appear, I ſhall 
; dſtintly Note theſe Particulars. 
4 !- The Swbje# ſpoken of, The Love 
1 fGod., Whether it be God's Love to 
8-8, or our Love to God is queſtioned z 
ome think both are intended, and that 
oþ[#'S impoſſible that it ſhould fail cn ei- 
ka] Mer Part, But ſurely Gods Love to us 
ofþ | B 3 IS 


= fs Fx x > 7 © 5 ww 
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is chiefly intended : For on our par ip 
it ſelf it's too poſiible, that under {wg 
Temptations our Love and Faith might 
fail. But the impoſlibility ariſeth from 
Gods Will: He will not ſuffer ow 
Love to fail. So that ultimately the 
not failing of our Love, 1s reſalved in- 
to Gods unchangeable Love. And belide 
the Expreſtions of the laſt Verſe of thi 
Chapter. The Love of God which is in 
Chriſt jeſus our Lord, doth clearly Point 
at Gods Love to us. 

2. The nextthing aſſerted is our Now 
Separation from this Love. The Word 
in the Greek yo 1$ the ſame Word 
that is uſed, Max. 19. 6. with reſpedtto 
the Fewiſh Divorces. So that the meats 
ing 15, Though Gods Love may ſome 
time be hidden, yet there will never bea 
Drvorce or Eternal Separation. 

3. The Impoſſebility of this Separatian 
appears in this Diſcourſe two Ways.. 

I. By an Enumeration of thoſe thing 
that might ſeem poſlible to effect a Sep# 
ration, but cannot z theſe the Apolti 
ranges into Two Claſſes. 1. No kind 
or deerces of Sufferings. Here he red 


ons up ſeveral hard things. Shall nd 
ation, 


5m CI 3 Ot. FB Ty a= 
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lien, diſtreſs, &c? 2, No outward 
Powers. Neither fear of Death, nor 
hope of Life, nor Devils, nor perſecu- 
ting Rulers, nor heighth of Advance- 
ment, nor depth of Ignominy and Re- 

ches; and leaſt any thing elſe ſhould 
TC ended, he adds. ror any other 
(reature, aS an, ©. inciuding all. 

2. The Impoſlibility of this Separati- 
on i5 imply'd in his manner of ſpeaking 

continued Interrogation, Who ſhall 
ſqarate? As alſo by his Affurance, I 
a perſwaded ; Ninweua: though it ſome- 
time fignifie no more than a Moral Per- 
ſaefon, yet here it Ggnifies #ndoubted 

ance, like the Phraſe in Rome. 14. 
I& atid 2 Ti. 2.12. 1 know and am 
terſmaded. 

The Do@rine I ſhall now draw out 
of theſe Words, is this; 


The Conſideration of the Infiniteneſs 
and Unchangeableneſs of God's 
Love, is ſufficient to guard our 
Hearts from all Afﬀrightments, that 
hay ariſe from all that may befal us 
in this World. 


B 4 To 
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To make way for the Application 
of this Truth, I ſhall explain andprow 
theſe Three Things, 

I. That God's Love to Ele Reljs 
vers 15 [nfinite. 

II. That this Love of God is Us 
changeable. | 


III. That the Conſideration of God 
Infinite and Unchangeable Love, is1 
ſweet Cordial in all Diſtreſles, andy 
Guard againſt all Aﬀrightments of Fea, 
to all that are in Chriſt. 

I. That God's Love to Elett Believes 
15 Infinite, admirably Great. All Go 
Attributes, even thoſe that are calle 
Communicable ( ſuch as his Power, Wit 
dom, Juſtice, Love, &c.) are in Gal 
infinitely, eternally, and unchanges 
bly. His Love therefore in: Scriptures 
crowned with the Epithite | Great] 
His great Love wherewith he loved # 
Eph. 2. 4. His Love, his Power, bs 
Underſtanding are commenſurate with 
his Infinite Greatneſs. Thus Davidat 
gues, Pſaln 147. 5. Great is our Ln 
and of great Power : his Underſtandin 
is Infinite. 

But that we might have a more - 
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vtisfation and Apprehenfion of the 
Love of God, the Scripture commends 
the greatneſs of Gods Love to us, un- 
dr Three Conftderations. 

The Firſt is by comparing the won- 
derful Greatneſs of God, with the Ob- 
op his Love. This Confideration 

ly David infiſts on, Pſalm 113. 4, 5. 
The Lord is high above all Nations, and 
tir Glory above the Heavens : Who is 
lite unto the Loyd our God, who dwelleth 
om High? That is, He 1s ſo great, that 
bis merciful regard of the higheſt crea- 
td Beings, Things in Heaven, much 
more of the lower World, Things oz 
Earth, is ſo far below his glorious Great- 
nels, that it is a kind of abaſement to 
tim to behold them, wer. 6. He hum- 
beth himſelf, to behold the Things that 
ae in Heaven, and in the Earth. He 
tumbleth himſelf to behold theſe things 
thatare io far below him. That would 
te a ſtrange unaccountable Love, that 
ſhould make a great Prince ſet his Heart 
won a Worm or Fly, to regard, feed 
and watch over it; and we are as mean 
It compared to .an Infinite God. The 
Nations are as the drop of « Bucket, 4 
te 
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the ſmall Duſt of the Ballance : They mn 
counted to him as nothing, and if Fr 
thing can.be lower, leſs than nothing, It 
40. 15, 17. The [nhabitants of the Earth 
are but as Graſhoppers, ver. 22, 

This Confideration was David's We: 
ditation in P/alz 8. when his Thoughy 
were upon the Wing, mounting up 
ward toward the excellent Glory 


the Divine Majeſty, he almoſt looſer 
the fight of Man. What is Man? v., 


At laſt his Contemplation carries himtg 8 
an Admiration of Gods Love and Cart} 


over fo low a Creature. What is Mart 
But oh how great is God's Love in bs 
ing mindful of him, ſo as to viſit hin! 
Which is further explained by Joby, 
17. What is Man that thou ſhouldeſt mix 
= him ! That thou ſhouldeſs ſet : 


eart npon him ! That thou ſhouldeſe 0] 
him every Morning ! But if we fhoult 
place Man in an higher Degree, and 


conſider him as a Servant, yet ſtill God I 


Love loofeth not its Luſtre, becauſe at 


beſt we are but rnprofitable Sera, n% 


Luke 17. 10. If we ſhould do all thi 
we are commanded, we do but tit 


which was our Duty to do, and 
ye 


th 


Ik 
(l 
W 
of 


1885 Timothy Manlove. 1x 


\ |eoweto God upon the Right of Crea- 

jon; yet we merit nothing. God hath 

7 [ro Advantage or Profit by our Service, 

of 2,3. Cana Man be S_ unto 

? What gain is it to him that thou 
neſt thy ways perfetF. 

» Fac at beſt ul {o far below the De- 
{tt of God's Love, How great will this 
love appear, if we confider Man as fin- 
fl! Thus we are become Enemies, not 
[ly breakers ot his Law, but oppoſite 
ftereto, and withal were helpleſs, and 
[old do nothing tor our felves. Both 
[theſe the Apoſtle takes Notice of, Roy. 
4. (5.6. 48 a tranſcendant Maniteſtation of 
q1{0od's Love; and ver. 8. God commend- 
| his Love to us. 
| 2- The Scriptures ſet forth the great- 
[xs of Gods Love, by the great and 
| [Yonderful Benefits beſtowed on us. 
14 [We uſually meaſure Love by the Fruits 
a{|#fit. The Fruits of Gods Love can- 
tbe numbred ; particularly the Pro» 
it Aſesare ſo loaden with them, that they 
jy |*jultly called exceeding Great and Pre- 
at | Promiſes. In the groſs, They are 
a [ings that pertain unto Life and Godli- 
4 |%1-2 Pet, 1.3. All ſpiritual Bleſſings. 


ſe in 
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in beavenly Places, Eph. 1. 3. TheRly 


fengs of this Life and that which is ' 


come, 1 Tim. 4,9. All that is within 
the Circumference of Grace and Gly 
Pſalm 84. 11. 


3- But above all Gods Loveis my.| 


nified by the Method, which his In 
nite Wiſdom pitched upon for the bring 
ing about his Purpoſe of Love ; this wz 


the ſending Chriſt to Die for Sinnes : 
This was {uch an adorable Myſtery df 


Wiſdom and Love, that the Angels & 
fire to look into it. Chriſt himſelf \ 


of it as tran{cendant beyond Compare 


fon. God ſo loved the World, tha þ 
ſent his only begotten Son, &c. Jon; 


16. and in 1 John 4.9, 10. The App 


n 
b] 
L 
Ti 
by 


0 


{tle repreſents it as the moſt glorioul g 
Publick Manifeſtation of Love. [thi p 


was manifeſted the Love of God towad 

us, becauſe that God ſent bis only Sonit 

to the World. Herein is Love, &c. 
H. The ſecond thing that I am toa 


plain and prove, 1s, That this Love dff 4, 


God is Unchangeable. Ir is frequent 

called an Everlaſting Love, go 31.3 

I bave loved thee with an 

Love. His Mercy endureth far 14 
t 


verlefin | 


b: 
pl 


} 
f 
h 
0 
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( 
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Having loved his own, he loved them un- 
the end, John 13. 1. And it muſt 
needs be ſo, if it Be conſidered. 

1, That Gods Nature is Unchangea- 
he. God aflerts it, Mal. 3.6. I am the 


F Lord, [change not. Flalm 102. 25, 26. 


The Heavens and the Earth ſhall periſp, 
ut thou ſhalt endure. Thou art the ſame, 
md thy Years ſhall have no end. James 


B17. With God is no variableneſs, nei- 


ther ſpadow of {urning. 
The Unchangeableneſs of Gods Na- 


\ ture 15 evident by the very Light of 
| Reaſon. All that believe the Exiſtence 


of God, will yield, that Dexs eſt ens ne- 


| eſarinu &* Independens. God is a ne- 


elary and Independant Being. That 


| God 1s Selt-exiſtent 1s an Original and 


Fundamental Idea, which we are to 


#1 have af God. This Monſieur 4bbadie 


proves in his Vindication of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Sect. 2. Cap. 2. And from 


4 this neceſſity of his Being, he deduceth 
| bs Immutability. For if God depend not 


upon any other Being, nor recerve any 
thing from any other Being, his Effence 
annot then be varied. And if his Na- 


| we is Unchangeable, his 1/71 is alſo 


Un- 
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Unchangeable. It is true, God dab, 
ſometime change his Promiſes x ts 
Threatnings, but his Purpoſes he <y In 
geth not. Mutat Sententiam ſed m0 ſi 
Decretum. Men uſually change tha 
declared Purpoſes, becauſe all Men a? 
Liers, and ſo break their Promiſes; « 
they Promiſe without due Confideras| ® 
on, and when any thing happens whiah® 
they foreſaw not, they repent. But" 
cannot be thus with God. My Gull 
ſhall ſtand, I have purpoſed it, 1 will WF; 
Jo do it, Ta. 49. 10, 11. The Relay 
of this we have in Numb. 23. 19. Ol 
is not a Man that he ſhould lie, neither ih? 
Sor: of an, that he ſhould repent. 
2. That Gods Love is Unchanga 
ble will further appear, if we conlidaf 
that his Love is bottomed upon a ct 
tain Found ition, His own free Purpoſs 
and Chriſts Purchaſe. This Reaſon tit 
Apoſtle doth not obſcurely ſuggeſtintteÞ* 
Text, None can ſeparate us from Goth 
Love, becauſe it is a Love to us in Cri 
Feſus our Lord Had it been built upon tht 
ſandy Foundation of our Merit, 
might have feared the failure of it upol 
every miſcarriage or failure of Duty. 
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ll, The Third Thing to be explain- 
\[&is, That the Conlideration of Gods 
| Infinite and Unchangeable Love is a 
al ſweet Cordial in all Diſtrefles, and a 
| Guard againſt all Afrightments of Fear 
"Tall thoſe that are in Chriſt. For, 
a 1, Thoſe that are in Chriſt being re- 
[ores and pardoned, may be affured, 
4] that however God may change his Coun- 
#tnance toward them, yet he will not 
a 22nge his Heart. He may be angry, 
bit Anger and Love are conſiſtent. All 
" fen may be convinced of this. - Pa- 
ts may be angry with their Children, 
anc id yet love them. It 1s true, that Pa- 
{[trntal CorreCtions will be grievous to in- 
| (ion Children, they will mourn un- 
them; and thus God's Anger will be 
at heavy Burden to his Children, as 
{their Complaints and Sorrows do abun- 
Gntly Witneſs. Yet Gol wonld have 
wto conſider his Love in his Rod, Hev. 
1.6. Whom the Lord loveth he chaſten- 
&, To be without Chaſtiſement is an 
Eridence, that we are Baſtards, and not 
los. God may be angry but he never 
hangeth his Love into hatred. 


2. The greateſt outward Afictions 
are 
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are ſo managed by God, that if 
could duely obſerve his dealings yi 

us, we might perceive his Love int 
mixed with the Laſhes of his Rod. -} 

the while he manifeſts a fatherly Pi 
and Compaſſion. Fury is not in hinf® 
He hath a gentle Hand to the weak: ſh 
remembers their Mold and Faſhion 
They have alſo ſccret Supports and 
ſonable Deliverances, 

3. All theſe Diſtreſles are ſo far fi 
ſeparating his Children from his Loy 
that as he orders them, they Work t 
gether for their good. Their Graf 
are hereby exerciſed, encreaſed; - ant 
made bright, .as your, Veſlels are 
ſcouring. So that their Diſtrefles yit 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſstothi 
that are exerciſed thereby, Heb, 12. 
They are hereby brought into na 
Communion with God ; and at laſt, : 
lifts up the Light of his Countenal 
upon them, like clear ſhining aa_ﬀ 
Rain, x 
4. It is further evident, that all our 
ward Troubles cannot ſeparate tne 
from the Love of God, becauſe hed 
evidently ſtrengthen their Hearts uno 
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Shen, ſo that they prevail not to draw 
m-off trom God. This Argument 
Apoſtle fixech on a Demonſtration 
wha he hat allerted, In all theſe 
wes we are more than Conquerors. It's 
glorious Victory to frand 


in an ,Evil 
7, When Satan hath drawn up all 
Forces againſt us: Tis a glorious 
tory-not only to eſcape without Loſs, 
t to gain by his Oppoſition ; thus we 
t-choot him'in his own Bow. And 
this; fre Labore & Sidore, eafily 
bugh Divine Affiſtance. 

$5. All theſe Troubles do not ſo much 
zender us leſs Lovely in Gods Eyes. 
þd 1$ not as Man ; Men judge ofren 
outward Appearance, Gods Chil- 
n are often blackened with falſe Ac- 
ations and Reproaches.; : but God 
not judge them according to Men's 
Wepreſentations. You have a clear 
ance of it in that Scripture which 
ah been ſo much abuſed. He hath 
Wt beheld Jniquity in Jacob, neither hath 
rex perverſneſs in Iſracl. The mean- 
$45 not, that the Omniſcient God 
M not ſe, or that an Holy God can- 
Ee angry at the Tranſgreſſtions of 
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his People. But thus we are to under. 
ſtand it. Balaam was upon a 
of curling Iſrael, Balak would have te- 
preſented them as a Cotflpany of Rob-l 
bers, that came to deſtroy and invades 
Country that was not their own, but 
| being not able to prevail, he gives thy 
for a Reaſon, That God would ngl* 
judge of them as they had repreſenteſ} 
them, nor deal with them according 
to their Deſires and Condemnation. 

6. The Conſideration of Gods Lo is 
hath a Power 1n it to {weeten our great, 
eſt Aﬀictions, and to take out "Mn 
ſting and venom out of the worſt of ollſf 
Troubles. If we have Gods Love, WIS 
have more than all the World can gif 
us, it will counter-ballance all Trow 
bles, and make up all Lofles of out, 
ward Comforts. 4 

Having explained theſe three Things 
I ſball conclude with ſome Applicav]e | 
ry Inferences ſuitable to the preiemp® 
mournful Occaſion. ASs, le, 

r. If the Love of God be ſuch} 
Cordial and Guard, let it be our g|> 
endeavour to get an Intereſt in this LO8[s 
This is the one thing neceſſary. lg 
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iny ak, How mult this be done? I 
fall only tell them, they muſt ſeek to 
tem Chriſt The firſt | (9 waa of 
tis Love is made in Converhon, though 
On Purpole of loving was before. 

we were Children of Wrath, till 
bod by Converſion, and the new Birth 
tanſlate us from the Power of Darkneſs 
Ybthe Kingdom of his Dear Son, then 
dd not til] then 1s Gods gracious Pur- 
[ brought into A@. 

"2, Let us adore, admire and medi- 
[ate upon Gods Infinite Unchangeable 
ffove. And this not only in Genera], 
it ina Particular Application of it to 
bt ſelves, as the Apoſtle, Gal. 2, 20. 

v loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
; Tis moſt natural to infer from 
ts great Love to us, That it 1s our 
7, and ſhould be our Care, To walk 
bar the Lord unto all pleaſing, Col. 
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+ If the Love of God beſo great a 

Kal and Guard againſt our Fears, 
pal make uſe of it as ſuch, and 
ole our Fears by the Conſideration 
$149 This was David's Shield and 
" | on all ſuch Occafions, Pſaln: 
CG 2 23. 4+ 
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23. 4. He reſolves againſt his 
Fears in a confident Reliance 2 
Love and Preſence. Though I pill 
through the Valley of the ſhadow of Deulf| 
T will fear no Evil, for thou art with ml 
Yea in Troubles that carry the appeal 
rance of Gods Chaltiſements, he is 
lieved by the Apprehenſfion of al 
Love, Pſalm 49. 5, 1 5. Wherefore ſoul 
1 fear in the Days of Evil, when t 
uity of my heels ſhall compaſs me abu 
or Cod will redeem my Soul from | 
Power of the Grave. 
5. Let us not mourn as thoſe th 
have no Hope, for the Death of 
ly Perſons. They Die in Gods Low 
and Death is ſo far from ſeparat 
them from the Love of God ; that i 
Gods Porter to open the Door of Et | 
nity to them, and ſo to give them 
immediate entrance into the full Eng p 
ment of his Love. When Death lugs 
done its worſt, they that enter into kay 
go off with Triumph. O Death wh} 
is thy Sting 2 O Grave where is thi 
Fory ? lt 
6. This may be a Caution agan| * 
the uſual Preſumptions of Men, Wi” 
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ge apt to be too bold in interpreting 
al Providences in the Death of his 
: nts. They are too ſawcy and bold 
ith God, when they take upon them 
le na Reaſon, why God takes any 
[his _— out of the World, and 
"4b determine what Gods Deſign is in 
\ p [600g 

FIt hath pleaſed God Almighty, and 
te All-wiſe Diſpoſer of all things to 
ke another Breach upon us. Tis 
pt Jong fince he took Mr. Pell! from 
18, and now he bath called home Mr. 
lnlove, both of them excellent Men, 
1 orthy Miniſters of the Goſpel, fingu- 
ky (both of them ) fitted with Abi- 
hes for their Work, They were ſuc- 
{ Fly my Dear Brethren, and. Fel- 
w-Labourers in this Part of Gods 
4 Fapard, It muſt be acknowledged, 
"Th atit 1s a ſtroke to be lamented ; and 
vl we look upon the preſent Providence, 
24 Fe may have ſome Cuule to fear, that 
en God 1s diſcharging his Servants 
x mom his Work, and paying them their 
| Wiges, That he may ſhortly break up 

4| bis Houſe with us. 
Let none rejoyce at it, nor ſay, Aha 
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fo would we have it. Neither (hou. 
others Deſpond ; Who knows the end ol 
the Lord? *Tis eafie for him to mlel: 
up our loſs, if we (ubmillively waitly 
him. If his Love be unchangeable g 
ſingle Perſons, we may conclude 'it will 
be ſo to faithtul Churches. There ay 
IT hope many of you that hear me, thyl! 
can ſtand forth and Witnels, a ml! 
have ſeen his Power and Glory in h | 
Sanctuary : You have felt and taſted th} 
Power and Goodneſs of God in you 
Converſion, quickning and Comforti 
in his Ordinances in this Place; Andl 
hope, that Chriſt who delights to wall]! 
among his Golden Candleſticks; wilf 
not now ſeparate us from his Lowy, 
nor remove the Candleſtick out of is 
Place. | 
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:2.. ROM. VIIL 35, 36, 37, 38, 39- 


A Wo ſball ſeparate us from the Love 
"tal. Chriſt © Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 
I or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, 


y { or peril, or ſword 2 


1{4s it is written, For thy ſake we are 

ml ” killed all the Day long ;, we are account- 

1 £4 as Sheep for the ſlaughter. ) 

Moy in all things we are more than Con- 

wel. #erors, through him that loved us. 

ffor 1 am perſwaded, that neither death, 

ÞF} nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, 

Nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 

7 Jeſus our Lord. 


HIS Scripture I opened to you 
the Laſt Day upon a {pecial Oc- 

%, - Which {1 then acquainted you 
"Ep C 4 withal, 


+. 
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withal. That Diſcourſe had the betxr 
Part of thar Entertainment which the 
Apoſtle 2Parl's had at 4thens, Ads lj, 
32. I have not heard nor believe thi 
any here had ſuch {light Thought; o 
Gods Love to Man, as to mock at the 
Diſcourſe ; yet I have met with ſons 
that deſire to hear again of that Mattei 

I need not repeat what hath 
ſpoken. But becauſe the Love of ( 
is a noble Subject, and fo valily l 
that our Thoughts cannot reach it 
any ſuitable Comprehenſion, nor \ 
our Tongnes expreſs the Bre, 
Length, Depth and Heighth of it, | 
3.17. So that when we have ſaid} 
we can, there 1s {till Matter for more: 
I ſhall now add ſomething to what lf 
ſpoken, which was the leſs becauleÞ 
was torced io be ſhort, to give Rooll 
for the Funeral which waited our 
tendance upcn it. 

All that I ſhall now add ſhall be 

I. To ſpeak ſomething in Generald 
the Love of God. 

IE. To ſet before you the wondefil 
Priviledges and Advantages, that fv 
in upon us from the Fountain of I 
vine Loye. And. then, III, To 
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tr | -MI.\ To recommend the Contempla- 
tel f6n of Gods Love to you, that your 
17, Thoughts may be taken up with the 
thalWonders of 1t. 
6 1-1, In Gemeral, the Love of God is 
te] got a meer £rxality in God, but his very 
lom[ffſerce. God is Love, 1 John 4.8, 
te; This Love in God is a neceflary reſult 
va[ef his Goodneſs, which is his very Na- 
fre. There is none Eſſentially, Abſo- 
acl, and Perfely Good but God, Mat. 
t $49.17. This Goodneſs God lets forth to 
\aalCreatures, yet not with an Equality ; 
dil] hut ſo as might beſt ſhew forth his Sove- 
mt nignty in doing with his own as he 
d pkaſed : And his Wiſdom in adorning 
oathe World with a beautiful variety of 
mſſCreatures, of differing PerfeCtions ac- 
le Ftording to their different Kinds and U- 
opts. Hence it is uſual to diſtinguiſh the 
AM Goodneſs of God into 

Firſt, A General Goodneſs to all Crea- 
tures, All that he Created he ſaw was 
ld] vr Good. And ever fince he is good 
t all, and his Merry is over all his 
wid | Works. E3s Mercy is in the Heavens. 
on | Angels ſhare ' in it, Pſalm 36.5. And 
D+ | extends over all the Earth, He preſerveth 
Mar and Beaſt, ver. 6. Se- 
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-- Secondly, A Special (roodneſs toMa, 
Though he be lite, if compared wit 
the Infinite Perfections of the gloriog 
God, that it is a Wonder that Gy 
fhould 'be mindful of him, Pſalm8.z 
Munch more that he ſhould magnifie hin 
Job 7. 17. Yet is he ſo exalted abovedl 
his Fellow-Creatures of the Inferiow] 
World, that he is made but a [ittle lw| 
er than the Angels, and Lord of th 
Works of his Hands, ver. 5, 6. of Pſaa| 
8: - Nor hath God left himſelf without]: 
Witneſs 'of his fingular Cire and Pro| 
vidence over him, in that he doth good | 
and gives us Rain and fruitful Seaſons 
filling our Hearts with Food and Glat | 
neſs. | 
Fhirdly, There is a moſt ſpecial Gott | 
neſs ' to his choſen Servants, wluch Ds | 
wid in Contradiſtin&tion to the two 
mer calls Loving Kindneſs ; How extth 
ext is thy Loving Kindneſs, Plal.98.) 
This: moſt ſpecial Goodneſs is call 
Love, which being underſtood 01 
moſt- ſpecial Senſe, differs from til 
common Goodneſs which God impars 
tohis Creaturez, in that it ſignifies Go i 
| ſpecial Delight and readineſs to _ | 
wie mu 
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municate and unite himſelf to the Ob- 
kt Loved. Though this Love hath 
not properly different Degrees in God, 
for none of his glorious Attributes ad- 
mit of a more or leſs, yet the Scriptures 
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* we us leave to make a Diſtinchon in 
br liance to the weakneſs of our 
»% Underſtandings. So that uſually the 
1p] Love of God 15 {a1d to be Threefold. 

thl i, A Love of Benevolence. Gods E- 
(la Good Will ; this Chriſt ſpeaks of 


2.16. God ſo loved the: World, &c. 
2;o| And this is there ſpoken of, as Antece- 
ol dent to his giving Chriſt, and as: a 
ns GQuſe of it. This Text is perplexed 
zþ| vith Controverſie, becauſe of the ge- 
Jaral Word [| the World ] which ſome 
,zz| our to ſtretch ſo as ro comprehend 
fiery Man. But avoiding the Contro- 
whe, we may underſtand the Text 
us, God ſo pitied loſt Mankind, Ger- 
ties as well as Jews, that he would not 
lat all ſhould periſh, but that a Com- 
gumity; a World of Ele& ones ſhould 
fiough Faith in Chriſt obtain Everla- 
ling Life. [ 
+2. A-Love of Beneficence, which fig- 
lies the A&s of Love brought forch in 

ime 
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Time, after we had a Being, in purk. 
ance of his Eternal Purpoſe and Good 


Will. Thus Chriſts Death, our Juſt 
cation and SanCtification are the Mani. 


teſtation and Application of his Loy | 


and called ſo, Eph. 5.25. Rev. 1.5, 
3. A Love of Complacency, by whith 

God rejoyceth over thoſe that are inhis 

Way and Method brought home t 


Chriſt. This is fully expreſſed in Jul| 


14.21, 23. Beſides the Love of bens 


volence, .My Father, and I will mas[ 


feſt a more intimate Love and kind Fþ 
milijarity. 

Though I purpoſely avoided the a 
ſtrufe and difficult Queſtions about Gods 
Love, yet theſe Diſtinctions are necel, 


ſary for the anſwering ſome Objettion 


which might ariſe in your Hearts aboy 
the Unchangeableneſs of Gods Low. 
The Love of Complacency and Bene 
cence admits of Variations, of les « 
more; being bur Manifeſtations and F- 
manations of Divine Love upon 1s 
when yet his Love of Benevolenceistls 
ſame, 

II. The next thing I promiſed, 9 
a further account of the Priviledgea 
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Woantages Which accrew to us by the 
love of God, which are ſo great and 
mmerous, that I cannot reckon them 
wp in order to you. I muſt take up 
with that of David, Pſalm 40. 5, 6. 
Bly Thoughts to us-ward, cannot be rec- 
bined wp iz order unto thee : If I would 
leclare and ſpeak of them, they are more 
than can be numbred. 

[ will therefore in this Matter cloſely 
follow the Footſteps of thoſe two great 
Apoſtles, the great Admirecrs and Preach- 
esof Gods Lave. The Apoſtle Fohz 
Mn 1 Jobz 3. 1. reduces all the Privi- 
edges of Love to this one, That we 
Wa be called, that 1s, have Power 
Right to be, the Sons of God, as 


"*1J0br 1. 12. This if rightly ſtudied, wall 


R=aAS RE wm 


2 DS. 


rto be fo great a Love as cannot 
Ktully expreſſed, but to be left to Ad- 
liration 3 Behold what manner of Love 
Father hath beſtowed npon us | 
The Apoſtle Paul in this Eighth 
| Chapter of the Romans, doth as it were 
amment upon, and explain that of, 
1 Jobz 3. in purſuit of that grand Con- 
Guſion, Rozz. 8. 1. There is therefore 
wn no Condemnation to them which are 
in 
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# Chriſt Jeſus. That the Odours of [5 
this precious Oyntment might be fur. [ 
ther- diffuſed for the Refreſhment of al 
that are in' Chriſt ( which he deſcribsh 
by the Power and Influence of the Ro: [, 
ly Spirit over them ) he ſets himfclf talk 
declare the Priviledges of ſuch, ang 
fixeth firſt upon our Son(hip ; ver. 14k 
As the Apoſtle Johz did, but he endesþ 
vours a more particular Enumeration 
of our Priviledges, yet ſo that he wk 
duceth them all to this of our being tizÞs, 
Children of God. The Advantaga 
which he infiſts upon, arifing fromtli 
orand Priviledge, are Three. _.; 
Firſt, If we are Sons, we partake 0 
the Spirit .of our Father, and this ih 
do ſeveral Ways ; 

1. Weare Led by the Spirit, ver. 14 
Whether we read the Verſe backward wy 
forward it holds true, As many 4s me 
led by the Spirit, are the Sons of God, 
And as many as are the Sons of God haye x 
been, and ſhall ſtill be led by the Spirit | 
Eet us take in this Conſideration tops - 
ther with that of Sonthip; and ey ] 
fay, Oh! What manner of Love15 Why 
that we who were afar off, both "= 4 
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pf finful Indiſpoſition and Enmi- 
Peat be made- ſo near, as to be=- 
Children! That we ſhould be 
| danced inthe Spirit of our + Mind ! 
"Th we ſhould by the Spirits leading, 
'[ſaching and Influence, be made con= 
{able to the Image of Chriſt, and 
the made Partakers of a Divine: Na 
"we and ſhould have the Spirit (by 
Rm we'wete wrought up to this ve- 
Wthing /) to be our conſtant Tutor 
0d Guide ! | 
By the Spirit another Advantage 
"Ppve b ver. 15, The Spirit 15.to us 4 
| if Adoption, that- is, a childlike 
4 poſtion to Love God, to depend 
R by him with a child-like Truſt and 
Indence, and in an humble boldneſs 
{ freedom, being made Children z 
4 would not have us to A@ undera 
h Principle of Fear, which 1s. a 
lit of Bondage, but by a free and 
vous Love. 
+ The Spirit is alſo a Spirit of Wit 
as and durance ver. 16. The Spirit 
W beareth W itneſs with our Spirit, 
nf we are the Children of God. It is 
vg For that Children ſhould. know 
| their 
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their Father, 1t conduceth::muchi 
their Comfort and Government: Th 
the Apoſtle urgeth upon the young 
Chriſtians, as their Priviledge and Ag 
vantage, I Fohn 2. 13. 1 write unto 
Bittle Children, becanſe ye have known 
Father. The Spirit aſbſts the Witny 
of our Conſcience, clears our Douh 
and gives comfortable Satisfadtiq 
Theſe Advantages we have by the $ 
rit, and all theſe are neceflarily conta 
ed in the Priviledge of Son{hip. 1; 
Secondly, Another Advantage byt 
Priviledge of Sonſhip 15 noted, ver. 
If Children, then Heirs. The ſamelg 
that makes us Children, provides all 
heritance for us: This Inheritance 
Apoſtle magnifies, 1. As Glorious iſ 
Great; ſo Glorious, that though! 
muſt ſuffer as Chriſt did, before 
come to the full Poſſeſſion, yet the ON 
ry of that Inheritance 1s ſo great, 
our Sufferings are never to be mention 
ed, or compared to the Glory that in 
be revealed, ver. 18. 2. Becaule | 
Certainty of that Inheritance, ad 
ſmall Luſtre to: the Glory of it. 'M 
Apoſtle ſhews us, that the Chulare®s 
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Fhave a full Certainty of it, and 
ive and rejoice in the- Conſtant 
Comfortable Expectation of it. 

$1-Not only by an Argumentation 
(a from our preſent Preflures and 
tons, for ſo the whole Creation 

xMancth and expeCteth a Freedom, -ver: 

U | 2, Bur, 

os We have the Pledge, and Earneſt, 
Firſt-Fruits of it already, wer. 23. 


& The Spirit helps forward and 
ens our Hopes, We groan within 
Woes ; and to help us further, our 
zare ſtronger by the Spirits Afli- 
an our Prayers. | 
By direfting us to the Matter fit 
prayed for. We know not what we 
pray for as we ought, we are not 
Ment Judges of what is fit for us. 
wy exciting our. Deſzres to an ear- 
& even groanings that cannot be 
s which is the Spirits Interceſſ1- 
ver. 26. So that by our Pray- 
Hopes are confirmed ; our De- 
Ine from himſelf; -he knows and 
Mem, and returneth the Anſwer 
Frayecrs in inward Strength and 
| D Con- 
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Conſolation, ver. 27, He that ſearchat 
the Heart, knoweth what js the Mind gf 
the Spirit, becauſe he maketh Interce(ſip| 
for the Saints, according to the Wille 

od. | _— | 

Thirdly, Another Advantage of Soy 
ſhipis alſo mentioned, wer. 28, A 
things ſhall Work together for Gull 
Children expe& Good, and not- Hyt 
from Parents: So our Sonſhip afſug 
us, that whatever Troubles or Diſt 
{es we may mect with, they ſhall at lh 
by Gods over-ruling Diſpoſal, We 
out,our Advantage. Oh what man 
of Love is this, that we ſhould be gy 
the Children of God ! We have thg 
by the Gift of the Spirit, to lead 4 
teach us, until Chriſt be formed in 
and as a conſtant Guide of our Walt 
And hereby alſo we have free accelsi 
God, and Dependance on him: } 
have alſo the comfortable WitneliMe 
our Intereſt in Divine Love, and i 
ture Happineſs in the Enjoymenth 
God : And by the ſame Spirit we Milly. 
our Taſte of Heaven on Earih, 
cing in the Hope of the Glory of: 
and in the mean time our Trout 
come our ſpiritual Advantage 
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| ky bow take hold on the Opportuni- 
[ \_—_ theſe Conſiderations offer me 
|purg je you to a ſerious Contemplati- 
fſa'of- Gods Love to us. Let your 
| [6 maghts be taken up with the Won- 
yof Divine Love. 
Yon will find that all the Saints 
W have exerciſed their Thoughts up- 
this Subject, have run themſelves in- 
Wonder ; and when they have 
weht and ſpoken all they could, 
jy have left the Reſt to filent Admi- 
m. This you may obſerve in out 
ed Apoſtle in ver. 31. of this 
th Chapter. What ſhall we then 
theſe Things £ It is not only an 
vatroulable Certainty that he means, 
dean contradict or ſay ought againſt 
Ethings ? But an Expreſhon of the 
\ountable vaſtneſs of the Matter, 
ecd his Thoughts and Ur= 
\ What Tongue, what Words 
fully declare his Love ? | 
it Apoſtle Joh: expreſſeth a tran- 
of Admiration in "ns Words, 
iW3. 1. Behold what manner of Love 
ber bath beſtowed upon us | There 
oy ling among Men that can be liken- 
h D 2 6d 
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ed unto it; if that Priviledge "and the 
Perſons. upon whom it is beſtowed he 
conſidered. Fer Us, who were Rehbek 
and. Enemies in our Minds by: wick 
Works, to be made Sos / Is-this the] 
manner of Men? Saul was convincedelf 
Davids great Love to him by this Cop 
ſideration, 1 Sam. 24. 19. If a Marfll 
his Enemy, will he let him go well ava 
It 15 not uſual for Men ſo to do;/} 
much leſs uſual is it for Men to he 
kindneſles upon Enemies. God's Lon 
to us, far exceeds all that can be fon 
among Men. David in Pſalm 36. fi 
ſome dark Reſemblances whereby tog 
preſs the extent . of Gods Mercy" 
Faithfulneſs. They are as . high” 
Heaven, ver. 5. 1hy Mercy is in 
Heavens ;, and thy Faithfulneſs reacl 
unto the Clouds. ver. 6. Thy Righteayf 
neſs is like the great Mountains; 
Tudgments are a great Deep. But with 
he comes to ſpeak of Love, he findF 
above Compariſon, and ſpeaks of thi 
an unexpreſible Excellency, 9Fk 
How excellent is thy Loving King 

O God ! 


2, 1 
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it | 2/Zeaſt ſome ſhould imagine thaf 
it {h "Exprefſions of Admiration, are 
[ly the high flights of ſome peculiar 
: ourites, and that Chriſtians of the 
« 
YM: 


* |ahmon Rank are: not much concern- 
herein, becauſe it may ſeem to be 
[bore their reach ;' I ſhall in a few 


wiin Interrogations: ſuggeſt to you 
Vane 'Fhings in Gods Love, which 
Tl appear to be wonderful to all. | 
Frrjt,, Who can tell the' Firſt ſpring 
I#Love in God? What Extrinfical 
we could pollibly have 'a bending 
lence-upon the Divine Will > Who 
'y W"0een his Connſellor £ Or who could 
Talize lym by any Gift? Rom. 11. 34. 
SPScordly, Who can give an Account 
"8 Diſcriminating Love? Why was Fa- 
—I=1oved, and not Eſau 2 The Apo- 
"Tteſolves it, « Rox. 11. 33. O the 
bof the Riches, both of the Wiſdom 
m Knowledge of God! Is it not a 
der'that God ſhould provide a Sa- 
"Pwr for fallen Man, and none for faln 
"Jagels,- and yet they were more noble 
/Jvtitores, | 
Thirdly, Who can bound the Extent 
j # Divine Love > None 'but he that 


W3 hath 
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hath ſet bounds to the Ocean,/whih | 
it ſhall not paſs. Who knows they] 
tent of it, 1. As to Perſons, that (hall || 
be ſaved by it > How great will be thy || 
General Afſembly and Church of ti; 
Firſt-born > The Rays of the Sun: ax}} 
not ſcattered by viſiting a multitude[/ 
Objects, no more is Gods Love leligsf 
ed by having Mercy upon* many} 
2. Who can bound the Love, of Got 
as to the Conditions of thoſe that (half 
be faved. God doth not fix his choie} 
to the Wiſe, Great or Noble Perſons] 
I Cor. 1,26. Not many Wiſe Men gfial 
the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not mayſ' 
Noble are called. But being no Relief 
Cter of Perſons, he gives his Lovet0 
the moſt unlikely, and contrarily que | 
lifed, ſometimes to the greateſt of | 
ners, to Perſecuters : Thus Pax! reckowh 
himſelf a Patterz to them which ſtall 
afterward believe, 1 Tim. 1.16. Þ 

Fourthly, Who can reckon up all the] 
ſeveral Benefits of Love > Adoption, 
Juſtification, Santification, and Ut| 1 
nal Life; are frequently mentioned: | ' 
But who can number his other Thought 
of Loye to us-ward > Pſalm Les 
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thy Great is the Sum of them ! If T ſhould 
rant there, they are more in number than 
+ Sard. Who can give an account of 

Gracious Viſits, his Tokens of Love, 
I particular anſwers of Prayers, © his 
ſ&rer Strengthnings and Revivings-? 
ley that have endeavoured to compaſs 
[td deſcribe the whole Globes of Di- 
yyine Love, muſt leave vaſt ſpaces upon 
Itich they muft write, Terre Incog- 


LESS EEE. 


ma. 
er” Fftbly, Who can give a true Eſtimate 
= fGods Love ? It far furpaſſerh all out- 
leſ'wrd Comforts. Life, and the. Con- 
[{Exntments of it, is the chief of outward 
| Comforts. But Gods Loving Kindneſs 
UT better thar Life, Plalm 63, 3. It 1s 
We "1 what our Senſes can, inform us 
"i, t Cor. 2.9. Eye hath not ſeen, -Lar 
Wh not. heard, neither hath entered into 
of Bi Heart of Man, the things that God 
bath prepared for them that Love him. 
What we have received already of the 
fiſt Fruirs of this Love, will ſhew that 
"Mat is to come is a great Felicity. But 
ve carinot from all that know fully 
what thoſe Pleaſures are chat are at 
Gods right Hand for evermore, 1 John 
x ND 4 3. 91 
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3. 2. It dath not yet appear what we ful |, 
be. 

3. I ſhall add, That though we ca þ 
not fully . comprehend what is tele 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and lh 
Heiehth of his Log which paſſe Kooe ſj 
ledge, Eph. 3. 18. Yet it is the Du ſi 
and will be ſtill the Advantage of all 
Siints fo endeavour tp poſſeſs bs 
Hearts deeply with a rooted and | groung 
ed Senſe of Gods Love: This is the þ 
poſtle's Prayer for the Epheſians, ke 
the Duty of all, That they may be all 
to comprehend with all Saints, ver, 18, & 

That it is.our Duty will appear boi 
the Advantages, which will follow up 
on our endeavour : Some of the chiekl 
ſhall enumerate. As, | 

Firſt, The Senſe of Gods Love v 
make” us Thankful. Thankfulnels 15 
natural return to great and andeſevl 
Favours: The Heart being filled with 
this fulneſs of Gods Love, wilf find uh 
ſelf ſtraitened till it give it (elf eaſe ly 
venting it ſelf in Praiſe, Pſalm 116. 1% 
What ſpall T render unto the Lord jq 
his Benefit, towards me 2 | 


he | 
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| | dandy, It will make us Humble. 
ſe Glory. of Divine Love will beget 
» {Reflections upon our Unworthi- 
be x + it did with David, when God 
d [promiſed him many Bleflings by 
» luke. Sce how he lefſens hinſelf, 
ike. 7. 18. Who am I, O Lord God 2 
| [ad w is my Houſe, that thou. baſt 
wh me hitherto? Undeſerved Love 
tes an Ingenuous Spirit to take ſhame 
Si (e}f for former nusbehaviour. 
hen Gods Love to Ephraim had turn- 
Wim to Repentance, and ſoto Peace, 
&@zy his former Miſcarriages, were 
freſent Reproach z this aſhamed-and 

1p Jounded him, Jer. 31. 19. Ezek. 


Thirdly, A Senſe of Gods Love hath 
nahecial engaging and exciting Force 
400.05 to Obedience. It doth not on- 
eMadlioe us, and make us Debters, as 
vw. 6. 12. But by a powerful Inclina- 
00, it doth moſt {trongly move and 
Wine, Fear of Wrath 1s a ſtrong 
aulive, and we need it ; but Love 
"ns more effectually, becauſe it be- 
2 delight to do the Will of God; 
4 becauſe Cords of Love are the Bands 


/ | of 


42 A Sermon upon the Dem o 
of a Man, Hof. 11. 4. Such oblivir 
kindnefs as beft faits a Man of Reaſy 
and Ingenuity. | -[8 
Fourthly, Senſe of Love will tnigktlhl 
ſtrength and encourage us againſt al 
Srfferings. Love makes every thin 
eafte. This was the Strength and Cool 
rage of all the Worthies mentioned 
Heb. 11, *Fhis bore out all the Ma 
it aft Perſecutions. | 
Fifthly, Senſe of Love is that wh 
gives ſweetneſs to all Temporal Bleſſnigh 
Riches, 'Hortonr, Peace, if they bem 
given i Love, 'nmay be otr great 
Plagues, and wilt afford no Satislalhs 
on. Divine Love expreſſed in the 
like the Philoſophers Stone, chang 
their Nature, and turns our rejoices! 
in them to a rejoicing in God, ÞF 
Sixthly, Senſe of Gods Love 1a 
ms to a Dehiohtine in God. This 
one of the great Ditres recommended 
us, Pſato 37. 4. The Particulars of lf! 
Advice given there, are all founded 
on the different Dealings of God wh 
the Godly and Wicked, the Sum wie 
of is this : That God hath a peconnm 
loving Regard to Godly Men, ' 
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licate them, "ver. 6. To bleſs their 
Ioyments, ver. 16. ' To ſhelter them 
*Izzinſt Catamiries, ver, 19. To dire& 
ieir ſteps, ver. 23. If God delighteth 
h his Love to us, we ſhould delight 
wa ſelves m Love to Him. 
The Contemplation of - Gods Love 
alallaford us ſweet Thoughts. Love in 
bom Nature is a ſweet SubXx@& of Me- 
Yation, affording Deſire, Delight and 
Wy: and like a Plentiful Spring of Li- 
ike Waters which can never be exhau- 
Wd. it will furniſh us with ſuch varie- 
WofMatter, that we ſhall have no oc- 
Won to be weary of the Purſuit. Gods 
Waoghts of Love will ſtill be Preciows, 
ain 139. 17. - 
an Men can delight themſelves in Works 
WM curzous Art and Contrivance, in 
aorks of - Nature much more: | With 
it delightful Diligence have fome 
{Rn ſtudied the wonderful Contrivance 
"tat the Humane Body, yea even of 
wams and Flies? Others fill them- 
mane with Admiration m ſtudying the 
Kt Clobe of Heaven and Earth, and 
Pleaſure obſerve the Perfettion-of 
Rorcs,as fitted for their Ends _— 
il, Cs, 
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ſes, and. the ſubſerviency. of them i 
the Beauty and,Eſtabliſhment of the Ugh 
verſe, according to the Appointmeyl 


of the Glorious,and Wiſe Creator: All 
why then ſhonld,not Chriſtians nuke 
their Pleaſure to :{tudy the: Infinite It 
of God? This -15 more eſpecially « 
Concern, and ;;will be the Delelif 
Work and Jay of Heaven to Eternity, 
: :; Seventhly, Senſe of Gods Love 4 
1s the , greateſt 'Cordial in all Diſtr 
ſo it.-15 the greateſt Guard againſt 
Afﬀrightments -of Fear. The Child 
of, God are exexciſed with Fears if 
quently, but there'are two ſpecial 4 
trightments againſt which the Apo 
advanceth the Triumphant Afluran 
of the Text. FT 
; T.. The Firſt great Aﬀrightment thi 
afflicted. Chriſtjans are diltreſſed witli 
15,: That their Tribulations and Dill 
ſes are Argument of Wrath. Thustl 
are ready to conclude, If God had W 
ved us, would he have done thus wil 
us? . This is too, frequent: Trowes 
brings Sin to Remembrance; al 
trembling Heart fears the worlt: Twp 
Holy David diſcovered his Fear, b | 
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[6s 0 Lord: rebuke me not in thine An- 
y , neither chaſten me in thy hot diſplea- 


FBut a due Confideration of Gods 
Hove will remove this Aﬀrightment, in 
yenone of theſe things are undoubted 

aradteriſtical Marks of Gods Hatred 

ſeyare no part of the damning Curſe, 
"Fit an humbling mark ſet upon us 
"Uhr our Tryal and Exerciſe, after All 
damning Part was removed. Hence 

x Apoſtle, 1 132. 2. 15. ſpeaking of 

Ate Woman who had a particular mark 
.«@ Diſpleaſure ſet upon her, tells us, 
be y be ſaved — notwithſtanding her 
pful Child-bearing. And in this 

| e, the Apoſtle takes away this fear, 
telling us, I all ſuch things we are 

tare than Conquerors. 

48+ 2. The Second Afﬀrightment is, That 
n tle Diſtreflſes might tempt us to turn 
f from God and Holine ; and this 

gplt ſeparate us from the Love of God. 

1 Th us Afrightment is removed, by the 
onlderation that our ſtanding i is bot- 
d gþmed upon Gods Unchangeable Love. 
bt 1s poſſible enough for us and our 
a races to fail, if we had not a greater 
6.1 Strength 
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Stren2th than our own tobe 
So. ſure is Gods F oundation,® 
will take care ſor Perſeverance® 
great Afirigh:ment, which is td 
nary with the Tim-rous, Ah s 
ſhall fall and miſcarry at laſt, 
{weetly anſ wered, IF it was Godel 
that wrought up your Heart: tg; 
him, it will keep you, that you 
not depart from him. wv 
Eiehthly, Senſe of Gods Love t 
will be a means to kindle and ſtir 
our Love to God, We Love himj3 
cauſe he loved us. Love begets Li 
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If God hath fo loved us? Let my 
deavour to Love Him. | 


